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Quick guide to lesson resources

    5	 Secondary Subject Coverage

	 Stage 5

  14  	 Lesson 1: Edmondson Park: environmental change

  30	 Lesson 2: European settlement 

  54	 Lesson 3: Changing environment and struggle for country

  79	 Lesson 4: The Australian Army at Ingleburn

108	 Lesson 5: Post-war migration and the changing face of  
			      South West Sydney and Edmondson Park

119	 Lesson 6: The urbanisation of Edmondson Park

136	 Lesson 7: Edmondson Park South – Urban planning, continuity  
			      and change

152	 Lesson 8: Australia’s urban future: Liveable, sustainable communities 
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Oliver Young 
Resource coordinator and reviewer

Oliver has considerable expertise 
in stakeholder engagement and 
strategic communications. He 
specialises in development-related 
projects that occur in contested 
environments. Oliver has managed 
the development and implementation 
of numerous large-scale consultation 
processes for both government and 
private industry.

Prior to joining Elton Consulting, 
Oliver was the Founder and Director 
of Richardson and Young, an industry 
leader in the logistics of consultation 
and infrastructure-related projects.

Oliver holds a Master of Teaching 
and a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
the University of Sydney, majoring 
in Psychology, Government and 
Economics. He has steered the 
development and implementation of 
a number of place-based education 
programs aimed at educating primary 
and secondary school students about 
local area change.

Dr Carmel Young  
Resource development, writer and 

reviewer

Carmel coordinated and lectured in 
the History Education and Combined 
Degrees Programs, Faculty of 
Education and Social Work, University 
of Sydney. Prior to this she taught 
History and English in number of 
secondary schools. She has extensive 
experience in the field of secondary 
education, particularly History 
curriculum, at policy, higher education 
and classroom levels. She has chaired 
syllabus committees, been president 
of state and national professional 
associations, and authored a number 
of highly successful school textbooks. 

Carmel contributed substantially to 
many of the activities initiated by the 
Commonwealth History Project as a 
Member of the Advisory Committee 
of the National Centre for History 
Education, Monash University. In this 
capacity, she planned, organised and 
evaluated national conferences on 
the teaching and learning of History in 
Australian schools, and designed and 
delivered professional development 
workshops for primary and secondary 
school History teachers in New South 
Wales, South Australia, Victoria and 
the Northern Territory. 

Carmel has been joint recipient 
of NSW Premier’s History Prize 
(Children’s History Writing). In 2009, 
she received the Beth Southall award 
from the NSW Institute of Educational 
Research for outstanding doctoral 
research. 

Lorraine Chaffer 
Resource writer

Lorraine is a passionate geographer 
with over 30 years’ experience 
teaching Geography in New South 
Wales public schools as a classroom 
teacher and Head Teacher of HSIE, 
Administration and Teaching and 
Learning. A long-time Geography 
Teachers’ Association NSW Council 
Member, former Vice President 
and now current President of that 
association, Lorraine is also editor of 
the Geography Bulletin. 

Lorraine is an experienced 
Geography conference and workshop 
organiser and presenter. She is also a 
Higher School Certificate teacher and 
marker, Geography syllabus writer, 
education consultant and author of 
Geography resources and textbook 
materials including the GeoWorld 
Series for the Australian Curriculum 
and NSW Syllabuses.

Her professional awards include NSW 
Geography Teachers’ Association 
Fellowship for commitment to the 
study and promotion of Geography, 
Brock Rowe Award for Excellence in 
Geography education in schools and 
the Geoff Conolly Memorial Award 
for contributions to the Geography 
Bulletin. 

Project development: Edmondson Park Education Program
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Secondary Subject Coverage

LESSON 1 LESSON 2 LESSON 3 LESSON 4 LESSON 5 LESSON 6 LESSON 7 LESSON 8

Edmondson 
Park: 

Environmental 
Change

European 
settlement

Changing 
environment 
and struggle 
for country

The Australian 
Army at 

Ingleburn

Post-war 
migration and 
the changing 

face of the 
South West 
Sydney and 
Edmondson 

Park

The 
urbanisation 

of Edmondson 
Park

Edmondson 
Park South 

– Urban 
planning, 

continuity and 
change

Australia’s 
urban future: 

Liveable, 
sustainable 

communities

Geographical 
enquiry • • • • •

ICT • •
Global 
dimension • • • • • • •
Sustainability 
and citizenship • • • • • • • •

Fieldwork • •

Map work • • •

English

Mathematics

Science • • • •

Creative arts

History • • • •
Design and 
technology

Stage 5



6



7



8

Our place: A resource for teaching and learning 
about Edmondson Park (Secondary – Stage 5)

Edmondson Park education program
The Edmondson Park Education Program is an initiative of UrbanGrowth, NSW. The 
Program aims to provide teaching and learning resources to assist primary and secondary 
students in investigating the geography, history and heritage value of Edmondson Park, and 
to understand its changing identity as a result of planned development. Large urban growth 
projects initiate long-term change for local communities and the environment. Increasingly, 
governments acknowledge the importance of community engagement in this process as 
well as their role in educating about what change will mean for those communities involved. 

Edmondson Park offers students the opportunity to investigate a locally significant 
development project inside and outside the classroom. In addition, it raises questions 
about why places grow, and how the demographic, economic and social features of a 
locality evolve. An education program that embeds current urban growth in its historic 
and geographic context not only links communities with their past and present, but helps 
explain the likely outcomes of change as development rolls out across the locality. 

What is the Edmondson Park Project?
Edmondson Park is a suburban development in Sydney’s South West region now under 
construction on land formerly occupied by the Ingleburn Army Camp. This new suburb is 
situated 40 kilometres from central Sydney and is part of the South West Growth Centre. 
The New South Wales Government established the South West Priority Growth Area in 
2005 to sustainably plan urban expansion on Sydney’s fringes. Edmondson Park is the first 
Precinct to be planned and constructed as part of this strategy. 

The Edmondson Park land release is located in the council areas of Campbelltown and 
Liverpool. The site has an area of 827 hectares and is bounded by the M5 Freeway to the 
south and east, Camden Valley Way to the north and Zouch Road to the west. Development 
plans aim to create a distinctive and sustainable community supported by infrastructural 
services while preserving and enhancing the natural and heritage features of the locality. 
It is anticipated that Edmondson Park will provide accommodation for in excess of 25,000 
people. It will feature a combined primary and secondary school and offer residents 
recreational facilities and 150 hectares of regional open space. 

The new suburb’s town centre will be built around a future bus and rail interchange, 
part of which consists of 12 kilometres of twin passenger track rail line from Glenfield to 
Leppington via Edmondson Park. Edmondson Park Railway Station opened in February 
2016. Park and ride facilities are available near the station. The rail link will benefit the 
Edmondson Park community by providing rapid transport, easy access to services, and 
reduced reliance on private vehicles and road transport.

What is significant about Edmondson Park?
The new suburb of Edmondson Park occupies a significant place in the Australian story. 
Historically, the site provides evidence of layers of use and change, including Indigenous 
occupation, colonial settlement, the establishment and later decommissioning of the 
Ingleburn Defence Site and its current development as the first suburb constructed in 
Sydney’s South West Priority Growth Area. Each of these phases is recorded in changes to 
the historical, physical, cultural and economic landscape of the area, making it a rich site for 
students to research and investigate the past, present and future of their locality. 
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Edmondson Park is located on the Cumberland Plain, one of the earliest areas of European 
settlement in New South Wales. This was home to the Darug, Dharawal and Gundungurra 
Aboriginal language groups. In the early years of settlement, Crown Land Grants under 
Governor Macquarie turned parts of the Cumberland Plain into pastoral holdings. However, 
the outbreak of stem rust in the 1860s decimated the grain industry and broke up large 
estates. Locals turned to dairying, timber, fruit and wine production. Although suburban 
development reached Ingleburn in the 1880s, by the turn of the century, the area was still 
noted for its thick, timbered scrub and open woodlands. 

The outbreak of World War II and the establishment of the Ingleburn Defence Site by the 
Commonwealth Government marked a turning point for Edmondson Park and its surrounds. 
Plans were drawn up in 1939 and land was acquired in 1940. The Ingleburn Defence Site 
was the first purpose-built army camp specifically designed to train Australian infantry 
forces for World War II. Its function continued with the Korean War, and was expanded 
when the Commonwealth Government extended compulsory military service in 1964 under 
the National Service Program. The Ingleburn Defence Site also assumed a major role in 
preparing soldiers for engagement in the Vietnam War. During this time it became the focus 
for public agitation over conscription with a number of conscientious objectors detained in 
the Ingleburn Guard House and Cell Block, en route to the Military Prison at Holsworthy. 

In 1973, the site became the Headquarters of the Second Training Group of the Army 
Reserve. In 1990, the Department of Defence decommissioned and sold a large portion 
of the Ingleburn Army Site to Landcom. The remainder of the site became the Ingleburn 
Heritage Military Precinct in 2002, dedicated as a memorial to Australian servicemen and 
women. 

Edmondson Park, is named after John Hurst Edmondson, a former local resident who 
completed his training at Ingleburn Army Camp before leaving for Tobruk, Libya, in 
1940. John Edmondson died at Tobruk 14 April 1941. He was awarded the Victoria Cross 
posthumously for outstanding leadership and bravery, and is buried in the Tobruk War 
Cemetery. 

References: websites and resources
NSW Department of Planning and Infrastructure NSW. 
http://www.landcom.com.au/publication/edmondson-park-south-development-control-plan-2012_24f9/

Ingleburn Military Heritage Precinct and Mont St Quentin Oval. 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5060333

Teacher briefing
Educational aims of the resource
This resource aims to provide teachers with classroom materials to assist Stage 5 students 
in investigating questions about their local area and the Edmondson Park Project:

•	 Why is there the need for a new urban development at Edmondson Park in Sydney’s 
South West region? 

•	 How will this development change the locality? 

•	 How has the local area changed over time? Why?

•	 What events, individuals, groups and places have shaped the unique identity of the 
Edmondson Park area?

•	 What benefits are likely to accrue to the area as a result of urban development? 

http://www.landcom.com.au/publication/edmondson-park-south-development-control-plan-2012_24f9/
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Content of the resource
This resource consists of:

•	 a teaching and learning booklet with a classroom-ready unit and lesson plans, 
activities, source materials and worksheets on key aspects of the Edmondson Park 
Project

•	 booklet chapters in PDF format

•	 downloadable resources in PDF and Microsoft document format including maps and 
visual images for use with the interactive whiteboard.

Key features of the resource 
The resource features:

•	 a place-based education approach, which embeds teaching and learning in a specific 
locale, invites learners to engage with big ideas, makes learning relevant to daily 
experience, and provides a rationale for civic engagement. The goal of place-based 
education is to provide learners with opportunities to participate in activities that are 
academically significant, while valuable to their communities. Creating a connection 
between school and locality acknowledges the immediacy of the neighborhood and 
community as key sites for learning 

•	 inquiry questions to focus investigation

•	 lessons with teacher briefing notes that include: a list of key terms and concepts, 
background information where applicable, detailed learning activities supported by 
source materials, and access to websites

•	 learning activities that provide clear curriculum connection to current and Board 
of Studies Teaching and Educational Standards NSW syllabuses in terms of 
content, outcomes and learning across the curriculum content including: cross 
curriculum priorities (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures) and 
sustainability; general capabilities (critical and creative thinking, ethical understanding, 
information and communication capability, intercultural understanding, literacy, 
numeracy, and personal and social capability); and areas identified by the Board of 
Studies Teaching and Educational Standards NSW as essential to students’ learning 
(civics and citizenship, difference and diversity, and work and enterprise)

•	 lessons with student-planned investigations that focus on local events and issues

•	 inquiry activities using a wide range of visual, oral, graphic, cartographic, statistical 
and web materials

•	 extension activities and areas for further investigation

•	 teacher references.

Content and structure
This resource draws on content, skills, outcomes and related elements of the current 
History K–10 and Geography K–10 Syllabuses. Content and activities are structured around 
three themes that guide students in their investigation of the Edmondson Park story: 

 •	 history of the Edmondson Park area

•	 people, groups and events that have shaped its character

•	 recent urban development of the area and what it will mean for local communities. 
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This secondary resource takes the form of a site study. It comprises a complete unit of 
work to be undertaken by Stage 5 History and Geography students. In line with syllabus 
guidelines, students studying History and Geography in Stage 5 are required to conduct 
an inquiry-based investigation of a location. The location may be as large as the local 
area, or small and contained such as a specific site, building or monument. Site studies 
enable students to observe and interpret the past and present, and explain how places 
change over time. While Edmondson Park is the broad focus for investigation, a visit to the 
Ingleburn Heritage Precinct constitutes the core activity in this unit.

Learning content and outcomes for the unit are aligned with: 

History K–10 Syllabus Stage 5:

•	 Overview: The Making of the Modern World; Depth Study 1: Making a Better World? – 
Topic 1b: Movement of Peoples (1750-1901); Depth Study 2: Australia and Asia – Topic 
2a: Making a Nation; Core Study – Depth Study 3: Australians at War: World Wars I and 
II (1914–1918, 1939–1945);

•	 Overview: The Modern World and Australia; Depth Study 5: The Globalising World – 
Topic 5c: Migration experiences (1945–present). 

Geography K–10 Syllabus Stage 5:

•	 Changing Places;

•	 Environmental Change and Management. 

Teaching and learning sequence
This site study unit consists of eight 50–60 minute lessons to be taught over a four-week 
period:

•	 Lesson 1: Edmonson Park – Environmental Change – orients students to the local 
area by focusing on the location of Edmondson Park and its features (Geography) 

•	 Lesson 2: European settlement – creates the historical context for the site study by 
focusing on the settlement of South West Sydney and Edmondson Park (History)

•	 Lesson 3: Changing environment and struggle for country – investigates the impact 
of colonial expansion on Indigenous peoples of the South West (History)

•	 Lesson 4: The Australian Army at Ingleburn – examines the establishment of the 
Ingleburn Army Camp as a significant event in shaping the history and identity of 
Edmondson Park. This lesson incorporates site-visit activities (History)

•	 Lesson 5: Post-war migration and the changing face of South West Sydney and 
Edmondson Park (History)

•	 Lesson 6: The urbanisation of Edmondson Park – continues the contemporary 
narrative of Edmondson Park commenced in Lesson 1 by focusing on the planned 
development and increasing urbanisation of the Edmondson Park area as a result of 
the South West Priority Areas strategy (Geography)

•	 Lesson 7: Edmondson Park South – Urban planning, continuity and change – 
examines how decisions are made about what to maintain and transform in the local 
area during a time of change (Geography)

•	 Lesson 8: Australia’s urban future: Liveable, sustainable communities – explores 
various scenarios/projections for the future of Edmondson Park by examining 
population/economic growth forecasts into the future (Geography).
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How to use this resource 
Lessons in each of the topics outlined above may be covered in their entirety or teachers may choose 
lessons and activities that align with current school programs to meet the needs and interests of their 
students. 

Curriculum links with Board of Studies Teaching and Educational 
Standards NSW and the Australian Curriculum
The Australian Curriculum is being implemented in New South Wales through syllabuses developed by 
the Board of Studies Teaching and Educational Standards NSW for English, Mathematics, Science and 
Technology, History and Geography. Current K–10 syllabuses include agreed Australian Curriculum 
content and content that clarifies learning in Kindergarten to Year 10. 

In line with the Board of Studies Teaching and Educational Standards NSW implementation timeline of 
the Australian Curriculum:

In 2016 Primary K–6 and Secondary 7–10 teachers were/are teaching:

•	 English K–10 Syllabus

•	 Mathematics K–10 Syllabus

•	 Science and Technology K–10 Syllabus

•	 History K–10 Syllabus.

In 2016 Primary K–6 teachers were/are either teaching OR commenced planning to implement:

•	 Geography K–10 Syllabus.

In 2017 Primary K–6 teachers and Secondary teachers of Years 7 and 9 were/are teaching:

•	 Geography K–10 Syllabus.

In 2018 Secondary teachers of Years 8 and 10 were/are teaching:

•	 Geography K–10 Syllabus. 

As a result of the Australian Curriculum, the Human Society and its Environment K–6 Syllabus (1998) 
is replaced by the History K–10 and Geography K–10 syllabuses as they are implemented into K–6 
schools. When K–6 schools begin teaching the History K–10 Syllabus it is in place of the Continuity 
and Change strand of the Human Society and its Environment K–6 Syllabus. When K–6 schools begin 
teaching the Geography K–10 Syllabus, it will be in place of the Cultures, Environments and Social 
Systems, and Structures strands in the Human Society and its Environment K–6 Syllabus.

Schools can choose a range of approaches to programming the History and Geography syllabuses. 
These include:

•	 an integrated approach to History and Geography

•	 History and Geography integrated with other learning areas

•	 subject-specific units.  

The recommended percentage of teaching time of 6–10 percent of the typical school week for the 
Human Society and its Environment Key Learning Area will remain unchanged. 



Our place: A resource for teaching and learning about Edmondson Park (Secondary – Stage 5)

13

References: websites and resources
It is important to check the syllabus implementation timeline and advice on the Board of 
Studies, Teaching and Education Standards NSW website.

For the latest news on implementation, implementation support and programming 
assistance refer to: www.bostes.nsw.edu.au (Australian Curriculum in NSW).

For implementation and support materials specific to History K–10 and Geography K–10 
Syllabuses refer to: 
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/hsie/history-k10/ 
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/hsie/geography-k10/

The materials in this resource are designed for easy integration into new or existing 
teaching and learning programs and it is planned in the future that they will be available 
online from the Board of Studies (BoS) website. A programming tool called ‘Program 
Builder’ is available on the BoS website that uses content from the new NSW syllabuses 
to create scope and sequences and units. Board of Studies, Teaching and Education 
Standards NSW Program Builder: https://pb.bos.nsw.edu.au/  

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au
http://syllabus.bos.nsw.edu.au/hsie/history-k10/
https://pb.bos.nsw.edu.au/
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LESSON 8: Appendix

Features of a “liveable” place 

Source: Creating Places 
for People: An Urban 
Design Protocol for 
Australian cities, p9, 10

Source: Creating Places 
for People: An Urban 
Design Protocol for 
Australian cities, p9, 10 

Features of a sustainable and productive place 

FIGURE 1

FIGURE 2
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LESSON 8: Australia’s urban future: Liveable, sustainable communities

Images illustrating sustainability / liveability in Edmondson Park 

Public parks   Dual water supply (purple = recycled)

Public transport                                                                                 Natural places/conservation

Walkability and safety Higher density housing 

FIGURE 3
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