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Quick guide to lesson resources

 5	 Primary Subject Coverage

	 Stage 1

 8	 Lesson 1: The past in the present

19	 Lesson 2: Getting around – now and then

	 Stage 2

29	 Lesson 1: Who lived here first and how do we know?

40	 Lesson 2: How has our community changed?

48	 Lesson 3: Commemoration

	 Stage 3

57	 Lesson 1: How did colonial settlement change the local area?  
		  How do we know? 

67	 Lesson 2: Who and what were the significant people and events  
		  of the Edmondson Park area?

74	 Lesson 3: Making the locality – why is our suburb named 	  
		E  dmondson Park?

79	 Lesson 4: Making the locality – site study: Ingleburn Heritage  
		  Precinct

86	 Lesson 5: How has the local area changed in recent times?  
		  Why has it changed? 

95	 Lesson 6: Planning Edmondson Park
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Oliver Young  
Resource Coordinator and reviewer

Oliver has considerable expertise 
in stakeholder engagement and 
strategic communications. He 
specialises in development related 
projects that occur in contested 
environments. Oliver has managed 
the development and implementation 
of numerous large-scale consultation 
processes for both government and 
private industry.

Oliver holds a Master of Teaching 
and a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
the University of Sydney majoring 
in Psychology, Government and 
Economics. He has steered the 
development and implementation of 
a number of place-based education 
programs aimed at educating primary 
and secondary school students about 
local area change, most notably 
Sydney Metro’s “Fast Tracking the 
Future” schools program.

Dr Carmel Young   
Resource development, writer and 
reviewer

Carmel coordinated and lectured 
in the History Education and 
Combined Degrees Programs, 
Faculty of Education and Social Work, 
University of Sydney. Prior to this 
she taught History and English in 
number of secondary schools. She 
has extensive experience in the field 
of secondary education, particularly 
history curriculum at policy, higher 
education and classroom levels.  She 
has chaired syllabus committees 
been president of state and 
national professional associations, 
and authored a number of highly 
successful school textbooks. 

Carmel contributed substantially to 
many of the activities initiated by the 
Commonwealth History Project as a 
Member of the Advisory Committee 
of the National Centre for History 
Education, Monash University. In this 
capacity she planned, organised and 
evaluated national conferences on 
the teaching and learning history in 
Australian schools, and designed and 
delivered professional development 

workshops for primary and secondary 
school history teachers in New South 
Wales, South Australia, Victoria and 
the Northern Territory. 

Carmel has been joint recipient 
of NSW Premier’s History Prize 
(Children’s History Writing). In 2009, 
she received the Beth Southall award 
from the NSW Institute of Educational 
Research for outstanding doctoral 
research. 

Kate Cameron   
Resource writer

Kate Cameron has had extensive 
experience as a history teacher in 
schools and teacher educator in 
universities.  She has served as NSW 
and National President of the History 
Teachers Association. For a number 
of years was Senior Assessment 
Officer for HSIE at the Board of 
Studies. 

Since retiring from fulltime work Kate 
has had an active role in professional 
development for teachers of history, 
especially in regional areas, through 
programs conducted by the History 
Teachers Association of NSW and 
the Centre for Professional Learning. 
Kate has recently worked with 
Sydney Living Museums to develop 
professional learning courses for 
primary teachers designed to support 
the implementation of the new NSW 
History K-6 syllabus.

Kate’s interest in history teaching 
is reflected in the professional 
development programs she provides 
for primary and secondary teachers 
of history and the resources she 
produces. Kate’s publications include 
textbooks on Australian history and 
ancient history, Discovering History, 
a resource for primary teachers, 
and chapters and journal articles 
on history teaching in a range of 
publications and websites. 

Kate’s contribution to history teaching 
has been recognised in a range of 
awards, among them the Australian 
College of Educators Award in 2002 
for her ‘outstanding contribution 
to higher education in the area of 
secondary education’, the Premier’s 

Westfield Scholarship for History in 
2004, the Annual Citation by the 
NSW History Council of NSW  in 2010, 
the Professional Teachers’ Council 
of NSW Outstanding Professional 
Service Award, also in 2010, and 
the Renee Erdos Award from the 
History Teachers Association of NSW 
in 2015. Although now retired from 
full time teaching, Kate continues to 
provide resources and professional 
development to support teachers of 
history.  

Dr. Jennifer Lawless 
Resource writer

Dr. Jennifer Lawless was the HSIE 
(History) Inspector at the NSW Board 
of Studies for 13 years. She taught 
History in Western Sydney for 15 
years and lectured in History Method 
at Sydney, Macquarie and Western 
Sydney Universities. She has co-
authored over a dozen textbooks for 
both primary and secondary History, 
winning the NSW Premiers History 
Prize and awarded an Australian 
Book Publishers Award twice. She 
was awarded a Churchill Fellowship 
for research into best international 
practice in the teaching of Primary 
History in 2010. She is a past-
President of the History Teachers’ 
Association of NSW and has received 
a number of teaching awards 
including the 2010 Outstanding 
Professional Service Award from the 
History Teachers’ Association of NSW.

Project development: Edmondson Park Education Program
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Primary Subject Coverage

STAGE 1 STAGE 2 STAGE 3

Lesson 1: 
The past 
in the 
present

Lesson 2:  
Getting 
around – 
now and 
then

Lesson 1:  
Who lived 
here first 
and how 
do we 
know?

Lesson 2:  
How 
has our 
community 
changed?

Lesson 3: 
Commem-
oration

Lesson 1: 
How did 
colonial 
settlement 
change 
the local 
area? How 
do we 
know?

Lesson 2:  
Who and 
what 
were the 
significant 
people 
and events 
of the 
Edmondson 
Park area?

Lesson 3:  
Making 
the locality 
– why is 
our suburb 
named  
Edmondson 
Park?

Lesson 4:  
Making 
the locality 
– site 
study: 
Ingleburn 
Heritage 
Precinct

Lesson 5:  
How has 
the local 
area 
changed 
in recent 
times? 
Why has it 
changed? 

Lesson 6: 
Planning 
Edmondson 
Park

Geographical 
enquiry • • • • • • • • •

ICT • •
Global 
dimension • • • • • •
Sustainability 
and 
citizenship

• • • • • • • • • •

Fieldwork • • •

Map work • • • • •

English • •

Mathematics •

Science • • • •

Creative arts • •

History • • • • • • • • • •
Design and 
technology • •
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Stage 3 Lesson 6: Planning Edmondson Park

Requirements for the lesson
•	 Interactive whiteboard and internet connection.

•	 Video of Edmondson Park, A Vibrant New Town: https://youtu.be/7b2zVRFbUMU 

•	 Printed copies of Resource Sheets 1, 2 and 3. 

•	 Background information for teachers.

Background information for teachers
Edmondson Park
The new suburb planned for Edmondson Park will provide from 7,500 to 8,000 new 
homes in an area of 827 hectares. Because of ongoing settlement in the area since early 
colonial days, native animal populations and vegetation have been depleted. Old growth 
Cumberland Plain Woodland is found nearby in Leppington Cemetery and estimated to be 
200–300 years old. Some native grasslands are found on site. Endangered native species 
include various species of bats and the Cumberland Land Snail. 

To achieve a sustainable community, the following issues need to be addressed when 
planning and designing a new suburb:

Water supply:

•	 efficient appliances (non-leaking taps)

•	 rainwater tanks

•	 recycled water for gardening/parks/sewerage

•	 water-saving toilets and showers.

Energy:

•	 solar systems on houses, public buildings, businesses

•	 underground power lines.

Housing:

•	 features to include natural light

•	 solar heating

•	 houses facing north

 •	 large eaves

 •	 shading on windows and insulated curtains

•	 double-glazed windows

 •	 insulation in roofs and walls

 •	 high thermal mass walls

•	 low energy lighting

•	 low use of air-conditioning/other appliances

•	 clothes-line instead of dryers

•	 vegetable gardens, either private or communal.
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STAGE 3 Lesson 6: Planning Edmondson Park

The following guidelines take water usage into consideration based on three types of 
housing: 

•	 detached house with small gardens (226 KL average water usage)

•	 townhouse with paved courtyard (178 KL)

•	 units with no garden (141 KL).

References: websites and resources
Video of Edmondson Park: https://youtu.be/7b2zVRFbUMU

Edmondson Park Ecological Assessment, Summary Report, (2003). Liverpool Library 
LS711-45/EDM

Final Report. Edmondson Park Infrastructure Planning, (2003). Liverpool City Council. 
Liverpool Library LS711.45 EDM 

Lesson steps
Step 1: View video of Edmondson Park
•	 Students view the video of the plans for Edmondson Park, A Vibrant New Town. 

•	 Students discuss plans for the site, including the use of space, interactions and 
connections of infrastructure, management of the site and overall scale of the 
development. 

•	 During discussion, teacher summarises the main features emphasised: parklands, 
parks, cycleways, footpaths, the new town centre, retail/commerce, train station, 
housing diversity, sporting amenities. Are there any features of an environmentally 
friendly housing development that are missing?

Step 2: Environmental planning team project 
•	 Scenario – As part of UrbanGrowth NSW’s development of Edmondson Park, 

your students are to become members of an environmental planning team that 
conceptualises and present solutions for specific aspects of the development. 
Students work in groups to plan and design environmentally friendly public spaces 
and housing, and to solve transport issues.

•	 Teacher outlines the planning and design task.

Step 3: Public spaces – planning and designing Edmondson Park
•	 Working in groups, students discuss and list the features required for a good 

housing development, such as public spaces, cycle-paths, environmentally-friendly 
streetscapes, water-saving, solar power, retail areas, transport, recreation facilities, 
sports grounds, garbage disposal systems, recycling centres, natural habitats of 
native wildlife, etc.

 •	Working in groups and using the blank map outline of Edmondson Park (Resource 
Sheet 1: Map of Edmondson Park) students draw a diagram of an environmentally 
friendly housing development with the above features. They need to include a scale, 
key/legend and compass directions.

 •	Groups discuss their findings and present their map.
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Stage 3 Lesson 6: Planning Edmondson Park

Edmondson Park – streetscape.

Figure 1

Edmondson Park – different styles of housing.

Figure 2
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Stage 3 Lesson 6: Planning Edmondson Park

Step 6: Reflection
Display students’ environmentally friendly housing development maps and diagrams. 
Do the various plans have features in common? What did students learn about 
environmentally friendly planning? 

Assessment 
•	 Any of the individual, pair or group activities in this lesson could be used for 

formative assessment and feedback on students’ demonstration of target outcomes.

•	 A summative assessment activity could be based on the housing development plan.

Extension activities 
•	 Discuss and create a mind-map on global issues that may affect the Edmondson 

Park development. Have all of these considerations been addressed? Think about 
climate change, energy use, soil and land degradation, threatened native habitats, 
fresh water, clean air, recycling, pollution, rubbish disposal and species loss.

References: websites and resources
https://youtu.be/7b2zVRFbUMU

South West Link artist’s impression overview video [Duration: 3.51 mins] 
https://youtu.be/E6IAo9sp3x8

“South West Rail Link” South Western Sydney.

Figure 3

https://youtu.be/7b2zVRFbUMU
https://youtu.be/E6IAo9sp3x8
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Stage 3 Lesson 6: Resource Sheet 1  
Map of Edmondson Park
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Stage 3 Lesson 6: Resource Sheet 2  
Current modes of transport to work

Mode of transport Percentage

Vehicle driver 75%

Train 14%

Vehicle passenger 7%

Bus 2%

Unknown 2%

Walked 1%

Other 1%

Source: www.bts.nsw.gov.au

http://www.bts.nsw.gov.au
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Stage 3 Lesson 6: Resource Sheet 3  
Work locations

Work Locations Percentage

Liverpool 28%

Inner Sydney 12%

Fairfield 8%

Bankstown 7%

Campbelltown 7%

Merrylands 6%

Parramatta 5%

Botany 4%

Auburn 3%

Other 28%

No fixed place of work 3%

Source: www.bts.nsw.gov.au

http://www.bts.nsw.gov.au
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